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Fur ther  I n fo rmat ion on UA 114 /08 (MDE 13 /065 /2008 ,  29 Apr i l  2008 )  Imminent  
Execut ion 

IRAN Behnoud Sho jaee (m) ,  aged 20 ,  j uven i le  of fender

The execu t i on o f  j u ven i l e  o f f ende r ,  Behnoud Sho jaee ,  wh ich was schedu led t o  t ake 
p lace on 7 May ,  has been s tayed f o r  a mon th on o rde r  o f  t he Head o f  t he 
Jud i c i a r y .  Th i s  i s  t o  a l l ow Behnoud Sho jaee t o  seek a pa rdon f r om t he f am i l y  o f  
t he boy he was conv i c ted o f  f a t a l l y  s tabb ing on 18 June 2005 ,  and t o  a l l ow t he 
two f am i l i es  t o  r each a f i nanc ia l  se t t l emen t .   Shou ld  an ag reemen t  no t  be made ,  
Behnoud Sho jaee r ema ins a t  r i s k  o f  be ing execu ted .  

Behnoud Sho jaee ,  t hen aged 17 ,  i n t e r vened t o  s top a f i gh t  be tween a f r i end and 
ano the r  boy named Omid i n  a pa rk  i n  Teh ran .  The boy t hen s ta r t ed a f i gh t  w i th  
Behnoud Sho jaee and t h rea tened h im wi th  a kn i f e .  Dur i ng t he f i gh t  Behnoud Sho jaee 
p i cked a sha rd o f  g lass and s tabbed Omid once i n  t he ches t ,  be fo re  f l ee i ng t he 
scene .  

Behnoud Sho jaee was sen tenced t o  qesas ( r e t r i bu t i on )  by Branch 74 o f  t he Cr im ina l  
Cour t  i n  Teh ran on 2 Oc tobe r  2006 .  Dur i ng h i s  t r i a l ,  Behnoud Sho jaee was no t  
a f f o rded l ega l  r ep resen ta t i on and was t he re fo re  made t o  wr i t e  a r eques t  f o r  r e -
exam ina t i on and r e - t r i a l  o f  h i s  case h imse l f .   Acco rd ing t o  h i s  l awye r  who 
r ecen t l y  t ook up h i s  case ,  Behnoud Sho jaee ma in ta i ned t h roughou t  h i s  t r i a l  t ha t  
he on l y  s tabbed Omid once even t hough t he co rone r ’ s  r epo r t  s ta ted t ha t  t he v i c t im 
d ied as a r esu l t  o f  sus ta i n i ng seve ra l  i n j u r i es .  H is c la ims were neve r  
i n ves t i ga ted and Behnoud Sho jaee ’ s  sen tence was neve r the l ess con f i rmed by Branch 
33 o f  t he Supreme Cour t  on 30 June 2007 .

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
As a s ta te  pa r t y  t o  bo th t he I n t e rna t i ona l  Covenan t  on C iv i l  and Po l i t i ca l  R igh ts  
( ICCPR) and t he Conven t i on on t he R igh ts  o f  t he Ch i l d  (CRC) ,  I r an has unde r taken 
no t  t o  execu te j u ven i l e  o f f ende rs ,  t hose conv i c ted o f  c r imes commi t t ed when t hey 
were unde r  18 .  Howeve r ,  s ince 1990 I r an has execu ted a t  l eas t  28 j u ven i l e  
o f f ende rs ,  s i x  o f  t hem i n  2007 .  A t  l eas t  84 j u ven i l e  o f f ende rs  a re now on dea th 
r ow i n  I r an .  Th i s  number  may be even h ighe r  as a t  l eas t  a f u r t he r  15 Afghan 
j u ven i l e  o f f ende rs  have r epo r ted l y  been sen tenced t o  dea th .  For  more i n f o rma t i on 
abou t  execu t i ons o f  j u ven i l e  o f f ende rs  i n  I r an ,  p lease see :  I r an :  The l a s t  
execu t i one r  o f  ch i l d ren (MDE 13 /059 /2007 ,  June 2007 ) ,  
h t t p : / /web .amnes ty .o rg / l i b ra r y / i ndex /engmde130592007  .    

Amnes ty  I n t e rna t i ona l  opposes t he dea th pena l t y  i n  a l l  cases ,  and suppo r t s  t he 
g loba l  t r end away f r om t he use o f  t he dea th pena l t y ,  power fu l l y  exp ressed i n  t he 
UN Genera l  Assemb ly ’ s  r eso lu t i on ca l l i ng f o r  a wor l dw ide mora to r i um on execu t i ons 
on 18 December  2007 .  

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appea ls to  ar r i ve as qu ick ly  as poss ib le ,  i n  
Pers ian ,  Arab ic ,  Eng l ish or your own l anguage:
-  we lcom ing t he s tay o f  execu t i on o f  Behnoud Sho jaee ;
-  ca l l i ng  on t he au tho r i t i es  t o  commute t he dea th sen tence o f  Behnoud Sho jaee ,  
who r ema ins a t  r i s k  o f  execu t i on f o r  a c r ime commi t t ed when he was unde r  18 and 
t he dea th sen tences o f  a l l  j u ven i l e  o f f ende rs  sen tenced t o  dea th i n  I r an ;
-  acknow ledg ing t ha t  gove rnmen ts  have a r i gh t  and r espons ib i l i t y  t o  b r i ng t o  
j u s t i ce  t hose suspec ted o f  c r im ina l  o f f ences i n  p roceed ings t ha t  mee t  
i n t e rna t i ona l  s tanda rds f o r  f a i r  t r i a l ,  bu t  po in t i ng ou t  t ha t  t he dea th pena l t y  

http://web.amnesty.org/library/index/engmde130592007


i s  t he u l t ima te c rue l ,  i nhuman and deg rad ing pun i shmen t ;
-  ca l l i ng  on t he au tho r i t i es  t o  pass ,  as a mat te r  o f  u rgency ,  l eg i s l a t i on 
abo l i sh i ng t he dea th pena l t y  f o r  a l l  o f f ences commi t t ed by t hose unde r  18 ,  i n  
acco rdance wi th  I r an ’ s  ob l i ga t i ons as a s ta te  pa r t y  t o  t he I n t e rna t i ona l  Covenan t  
on C iv i l  and Po l i t i ca l  R igh ts  and t he Conven t i on on t he R igh ts  o f  t he Ch i l d .
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APPEALS TO:

Leade r  o f  t he I s l am ic  Repub l i c
H is Exce l l ency Aya to l l ah Sayed ‘ A l i  Khamene i
The Of f i ce o f  t he Sup reme Leade r
I s l am ic  Repub l i c  St ree t  -  Shah id  Keshva r  Dous t  St ree t
Teh ran ,  I s l am ic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Emai l :  i n fo@leader . i r
Sa lu ta t ion :  Your Exce l l ency

Head o f  t he Jud i c i a r y
Aya to l l ah Mahmoud Hashemi  Shah roud i  
Howzeh Riyasa t - e Qoveh Qaza i yeh /  Of f i ce  o f  t he Head o f  t he Jud i c i a r y  
Pas teu r  S t . ,  Va l i  As r  Ave . ,  sou th o f  Serah - e Jomhour i ,  Teh ran 1316814737 ,  I s l am ic  
Repub l i c  o f  I r an 
Emai l :  i n fo@dadgosta ry - t ehran . i r  ( In  the sub jec t  l i ne wr i te :  FAO 
Ayato l lah Shahroud i )
Sa lu ta t ion :  Your Exce l l ency

COPIES TO: 
Pres iden t
H is Exce l l ency Mahmoud Ahmad ine jad
The Pres idency ,  Pa les t i ne Avenue ,  Aze rba i j an I n t e r sec t i on ,  Teh ran ,  I s l am ic  
Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Emai l :  dr - ahmad ine jad@pres iden t . i r  OR v ia webs i te :  
www.pres iden t . i r / ema i l

and t o  d ip loma t i c  r ep resen ta t i ves o f  I r an acc red i t ed t o  you r  coun t r y .

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY.  Check w i th  t he I n t e rna t i ona l  Sec re ta r i a t ,  o r  
you r  sec t i on o f f i ce ,  i f  send ing appea l s  a f t e r  19 June 2008 .

mailto:dr-ahmadinejad@president.ir
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