BAHAMAS

Forgotten Detainees?
Refugees and Immigration Detainees:
Appeals for Action

Introduction
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In August 2002 an Amnesty International delegation visited the Carmichael
Immigration Detention Centre in the Bahamas (and other centres of detention) and
spoke with Government Ministers and immigration officials. Since then the
organisation has continued to monitor the treatment of those detained at the Centre.
This report documents a summary of the organisation’s key findings and
recommendations for action.

This appeals case is published in conjunction with the report BAHAMAS:
Forgotten Detainees — Human Rights in Detention (AMR 14.005.2003, November
2003). For more information see http://www.amnesty.org.
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Amnesty International’s key findings

Amnesty International has longstanding concerns regarding the treatment of refugees and
asylum-seekers in the Bahamas. Successive administrations have failed to ensure that this
vulnerable group is protected to the extent required by international law. Government and
civil society have recently acknowledged the problems that exist in the Bahamas for prisoners
detained in HM Prison Fox Hill. The problems afflicting immigration detainees detained at the
Carmichael Detention Centre have received far less attention.

The Carmichael Detention Centre in Nassau, New Providence, holds non-Bahamian
nationals arrested for breach of immigration law provisions. Those detained include asylum-
seekers. On 13 August 2002 the centre held 212 detainees of which 40 were female.

Amnesty International’s key findings regarding conditions at the Carmichael Detention
Centre include:

Food and drink provision is inadequate; detainees appear to be supplied with only
two nutritionally inadequate meals and allege they are not provided with drinking
water

Some detainees did not have mattresses and had to sleep on the floor.

The detainees appeared to lack lavatory paper, soap, toothbrushes or toothpaste,
towels and soap powder.

Detainees are not allowed the space to exercise (although this could be provided in
the large flat ground surrounding the four huts where detainees are detained).

Detainees alleged that visiting rights had been restricted and that visits lasted five
minutes. Access to the telephone is restricted to those detainees who can pay for it.

There have been allegations of ill-treatment including sexual abuse.
Medical care appears insufficient.

The detention and treatment of children in the Centre breaches the Bahamas'
international legal obligations and is cause for serious concern.

In Amnesty International’s view, prolonged, arbitrary detention, the poor conditions
observed at the Centre and reports of ill-treatment, amount in many cases to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment.

Amnesty International believes that urgent action is needed to end arbitrary detention
of immigration detainees, investigate reports of ill-treatment and torture and better protect the
rights of asylum-seekers and other migrants. The organisation is especially concerned about
the rights of children; detained for inordinately long periods of time without regard to any of
their rights, particularly rights to education, exercise and contact with family, with the
likelihood of a severely detrimental effect on the children concerned.
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Children & Families in Detention:
Punished for Committing no Crime

Amnesty International is seriously concerned about the treatment of children detained in the
Carmichael Detention Centre. In the organisation’s view, their conditions of detention amount
to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and places the Bahamas in serious breach of the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child." Amnesty International is calling for urgent
measures to be taken to improve this situation.

The organisation’s key findings regarding the treatment of children are:

Children’s development is adversely affected the secure nature of the Detention
Centre and by the uncertainty surrounding length of stay.

Children are detained alongside adults. Because of this, they are at risk of abuse.

Families are split up in detention. Children under 14 are detained with female
detainees and male children over the age of 14 are detained with adult men.
They are prohibited from contacting relatives detained in adjoining huts. Some
detainees told Amnesty International that they had been punished for attempting
to talk to family members detained elsewhere in the Centre.

! Aninternational convention ratified by all states (except the USA and Somalia) including the
Bahamas.
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Children, some of whom may spend many months in detention, are not provided
with any form of education.

No play or leisure areas are available for children.
reportedly previously allowed, have been removed.

Televisions and books,

Children have reportedly been denied access to adequate mental and physical
health care.

Detained children contact with the outside world is limited and social interaction
restricted. This severely limits their personal, social and learning experiences.

Many parents, in common with other detainees, report difficulty in accessing
competent legal advice and are unable to obtain timely information about the
reason for their detention or the progress of their cases, heightening insecurity
and anxiety.
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Victimizing the Vulnerable:
Allegations of lll-treatment and Sexual
Abuse at Carmichael Detention Centre

Amnesty International is very concerned at reports that some detainees at the Carmichael
Detention Centre have allegedly been victims of physical or, in some cases, sexual abuse
whilst in detention. Amnesty International interviewed detainees extensively at the centre and
believes that the reports received are credible. Reports of ill-treatment were brought to the
attention of the authorities who thus far have failed to respond to requests for information on
investigations.

Some detainees alleged that they had been beaten by Royal Bahamas Defence
Force soldiers with batons or tamarind branches. Several named the same
officer and cited one shift in particular.

Other detainees alleged that they had been forced to sit out in the hot midday sun
for extended periods and to eat food off the ground, reportedly as a punitive
measure for perceived infractions of @les©

Amnesty International received allegations of the rape of two female detainees
and sexual abuse of others, including of male staff watching women naked.
There were also allegations of ‘consensual’ sexual conduct between female
detainees and male guards. Amnesty International considers that in any form of
custodial environment, allegedly ‘consensual’ sexual relations cannot be truly
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consensual because of the power that staff have over inmates, and that staff-
inmate sexual contact should be prohibited regardless of inmate consent.
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Al's Key Recommendations to the Bahamas
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