
The fuel shortage is also having a
serious impact on public health,
sanitation and the environment.
Water supplies, sewage treatment
and solid waste disposal all require
fuel to operate pumps, back-up
electricity generators and vehicles.

According to Gaza’s Costal
Municipalities Water Utility, 30 per
cent of Gazans have access to
running water for only four to eight
hours once a week, 40 per cent once
every four days and 30 per cent once
every two days. Since mid-April, 15
wells that use diesel generators to
pump water have been closed. As a
result, 150,000 people do not have
regular access to drinking water in
Gaza City and the central Gaza Strip.

The functioning of Gaza’s sewage
treatment plant has been further
hampered and some 50 to 80
million litres of untreated sewage
are dumped into the Mediterranean
Sea every day. At times, sewage
overflows into residential streets and
orchards. Most rubbish collection
vehicles are grounded and the
animal carts that are used instead
cannot reach the more distant landfill
sites, leaving waste to accumulate
closer to population centres.

Since April, when fuel and cooking
gas supplies were further cut,
and following a Palestinian attack
on a fuel depot at the Gaza-Israeli
crossing of Nahal Oz, public
transport has been mostly
unavailable and the cost of journeys
in the rare shared taxis has
increased tenfold. Some people
power their vehicles with cooking
oil, which produces toxic fumes
and causes nausea and breathing
difficulties for passers-by.
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UN agency distributing food aid in

Gaza, October 2007.
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GAZA’S POULTRY FARMERS

In April and May, Gaza’s poultry
farmers were forced to kill more than
150,000 chicks as there was no gas to
keep them warm. On 2 May, Raed Abu
Ajwah told the BBC that he had been
forced to kill tens of thousands of his
hatchlings, destroying his livelihood:

"There was no other option, believe me,
I just don't have the gas to keep the
chicks warm, it isn't available in Gaza
right now. Thousands of them have
been dying because they are cold at
night. I am trying to feed them, but
I know they will die in a few days
anyway… Today we tied 50,000 chicks
in plastic bags and suffocated them.
I am screaming and screaming in pain
and nobody is listening."
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Top: Israeli and international peace activists protest

against the Israeli blockade of Gaza on the Israeli

side of the fence which encircles Gaza, January 2008.

Below: Palestinian girls protest against the blockade

in Gaza, November 2007.

ACTION NEEDED NOW
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CALLS ON:

the Israeli government to:

� lift the blockade and allow the passage
into Gaza of aid, fuel, electricity and other
necessities to resume unhindered; and
allow all patients in need of medical
treatment not available in Gaza to leave
and guarantee that they will be allowed
to return after their treatment;

the Hamas de facto administration in
Gaza to:

� put an immediate end to rocket and
any other attacks on Israeli civilians;

Israel, Egypt, the PA and Hamas to:

� work urgently to secure an
agreement which will allow the Rafah
crossing between the Gaza Strip and
Egypt to reopen;

the international community, notably
the Quartet (the USA, EU, Russia and
the UN) to:

� hold all the concerned parties
accountable to the same principles
of international law.

ECONOMIC MELTDOWN

Gaza’s fragile economy, already
battered by years of restrictions and
destruction, has collapsed. Unable
to import raw materials and export
produce, and without fuel to
operate machinery, some 90 per
cent of industry has shut down.
The few factories that remain
open are operating at a fraction
of their capacity.

The restrictions on cement imports
have paralysed the construction
industry and forced the closure of
factories that produce tiles, bricks
and related materials.

Much-needed crops are being lost
because farmers have no fuel to pump

water from agricultural wells to irrigate
their fields; more than 70 per cent of
agricultural wells in Gaza rely on diesel
to power water pumps. Farmers had
already suffered heavy losses from the
2007 harvest as tons of flowers and
strawberries – previously a key Gaza
export – were wasted because of the
Israeli ban on exports.

In April 2008 Robert Serry, the UN
Special Coordinator for the Middle
East Peace Process and Personal
Representative of the UN Secretary
General, called on Israel to restore fuel
supplies to Gaza and allow the
passage of humanitarian assistance
and commercial supplies. He noted:
“The collective punishment of the
population of Gaza, which has been
instituted for months now, has failed.”
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