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Fear of torture or ill-treatnent

GERMANY/

RUSSI AN Rust am Al i mkhanov(n), aged 20

FEDERATI ON

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of Rustam Al inkhanov, an
et hni ¢ Chechen whose asyl um applicati on has been dismi ssed by the Gernman
authorities as “manifestly unfounded”. He is at imminent risk of being
forcibly returned to Russia, where he would be at serious risk of torture
or ill-treatnent.

The Berlin-based Treatnment Centre for the Victinms of Torture has confirned
that Rustam Ali nkhanov is suffering frompost-traumatic stress di sorder as
a result of psychol ogical trauna he suffered in the first and second
Chechnya conflicts and is a suicide risk.

I n Septenber 2001, Amesty International received reports that the Russian
authorities were issuing conscription orders to Chechen nal es aged between
18 and 27. Wile Rustam Alinkhanov was in Germany, an order to serve in the
Russian arnmy was sent to his famly home in Chechnya on 11 February.

Rust am Al i mkhanov has stated that, as an ethnic Chechen he would not, for
reasons of conscience, be able to serve in the Russian army. Al though the
Russi an Constitution guarantees the right to conscientious objection
Russi an | aw does not uphold this right. In addition to concerns on the

wi despread practice of torture and ill-treatnent of all conscripts in the
Russian army, Amesty International is concerned that ethnic Chechens may
be at hei ghtened risk of such violations.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty International opposes the forced return to Russia of Chechen
asyl um seekers on several grounds. The ongoing conflict in Chechnya renders
the republic unsafe. In repeated raids on Chechen towns and villages across
the republic, Russian security forces have subjected the civilian

popul ation, and especially young nmen, to extra-judicial execution, forced
“di sappearance”, torture and ill-treatnent.

Ammesty International does not consider conditions exist outside of
Chechnya that woul d guarantee the safety of internally displaced Chechens.
They continue to suffer fromthe enforcenent of the propiska or the
residence permt system Despite its legal abolition in 1991 under nationa
| aw and subsequent concurring decisions by the Russian Constitutiona

Court, authorities throughout najor cities in the Russian Federation
continue to enforce the propi ska system Russian |aw enforcenent
authorities carry out discrimnatory document checks to verify individual’s
registration status. This is nostly done on the basis of their appearance,
and di sproportionately targets ethnic Chechens, particularly young nen.
These nen are often detained, where they are at risk of ill-treatnent and
are forced to pay a bribe to secure their rel ease

Russi an authorities use the absence of a valid residence pernit to deny
Russian citizens, and in particular people fromthe Caucasus, basic rights
and, in sone cases, physically return themback to their legally registered
address within the country. Chechens returned to Russia are likely to be
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forcibly returned to Chechnya where they would be at risk of serious
violations of international human rights and humanitarian | aw.

Across the Russian Federation, Russian authorities have reportedly ceased
regi stering internally displaced Chechens fromthe conflict as forced
mgrants. Wthout registration as forced mgrants, such persons are not
entitled to shelter, health care, education and ot her basic soci al
benefits.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible

in English, German or your own | anguage:

- Uging the German authorities not to forcibly return Rustam Al i nkhanov to
Russia where he would be at risk of torture or ill-treatnent;

- Uging the German authorities not to forcibly return Chechen asyl um
seekers who have fled the conflict until their safe return with dignity can
be guar ant eed;

- Uging the German authorities to ensure that all Chechens have access to
a fair and satisfactory asylum procedure under the 1951 UN Conventi on
relating to the Status of Refugees.

APPEALS TO

Regi stration Ofice of Berlin
Landesei nwohnerant Berlin
Friedrich Krause U er 24
Referat 1V B2

13353 Berlin, Gernany

Fax: + 49 30 9025 9450

Sal utation: Dear Sir/Mudam

Senate for the Interior, Gty of Berlin
Dr. Ehrhart Korting

Senator fdr Inneres

Kl osterstr. 47

10179 Berlin, GCernmany

Fax: + 49 30 9027 2715

emai | : senator @eni nn. verwal t - berlin. de
Sal utation: Dear Dr Korting

Federal Ofice for the recognition of foreign refugees

Bundesant fir die Anerkennung ausl andi scher Fl tGchtlinge, Aussenstelle
Berlin,

Streitstr. 86

13587 Berlin, Gernany

Fax: + 49 30 3558 2199

Sal utation: Dear Sir/Madam

COPI ES TO

Federal Mnister of Interior:
Bundesi nnenm ni ster to Schily
Al't Mabit 101 D

10559 Berlin, Gernany

E-Mai | : poststel |l e@m . bund. de
Fax: + 49 30 3981 2926

and to diplomatic representatives of Gernmany accredited to your country.
PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



